[image: image1.png]





Believe (                        Achieve (         
            Succeed (____________
Course:  World Language/Spanish I

Instructor:  Real Garces         Email: rgarces@paulding.k12.ga.us
Dear Student and Parents/Guardians,

          ¡Bienvenidos a Español I! (Welcome to Spanish-I) I look forward to being your teacher this semester as you begin studying the Spanish language. It may seem a bit intimidating to learn a new language, but I hope to make your experience a good one. You will need to keep up with your homework assignments, listen and participate in class, as well as open up your mind to learn about the many different countries and cultures that speak Spanish. Keeping up with your work on a daily basis is essential to your success in this class.

Course Description:  The goal of this course is the development of competency in listening, speaking, reading and writing -moving from simple phrases and sentences towards complex paragraphs and then on to cohesive essays. Emphasis is placed on conversation and comprehension, as well as on intensive development of basic vocabulary and grammar, including verb conjugation and usage in the present, preterit, imperfect and future tenses. Students are introduced to Hispanic culture and an appreciation for diversity and vitality of the Spanish-speaking world.
An important component of language classes is the use of the language beyond the classroom in the real world. The integration of technology is an important tool in accessing authentic information in the target language and in providing students the opportunity to interact with native speakers.

By the end of Level I, students will exhibit Novice-Mid level proficiency in speaking and writing and Novice-High level proficiency in listening, and reading (ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, 1999).

Prerequisite: The Level I language course focuses on the development of communicative competence in the target language and understanding of the culture(s) of the people who speak the language. It assumes that the students have minimal or no prior knowledge of the language and culture.

Student Profile (Level I)
ACTFL Listening Proficiency Guidelines (Novice-High). Listeners at the Novice-High level are able to understand short, learned utterances and some sentence length utterances; particularly where context strongly supports understanding and speech is clearly audible. They can comprehend words and phrases from simple questions, statements, high-frequency commands and courtesy formulae. At this level, students may require repetition, rephrasing and/or a slowed rate of speech for comprehension.

ACTFL Speaking Proficiency Guidelines (Novice-Mid). Speakers at the Novice-Mid level communicate minimally and with difficulty by using a number of isolated words and memorized phrases limited by the particular context in which the language has been learned. When responding to direct questions, they may utter only two or three words at a time or an occasional stock vocabulary or attempt to recycle their own and their interlocutor’s words. Because of hesitations, lack of vocabulary, inaccuracy, or failure to respond appropriately, Novice-Mid speakers may be understood with great difficulty even by sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to dealing with non-natives. When called on to handle topics by performing functions associated with the Intermediate level, they frequently resort to repetition, words from their native language, or silence.

ACTFL Reading Proficiency Guidelines (Novice-High). Readers at the Novice-High level have sufficient control of the writing system to interpret written language areas of practical need. Where vocabulary has been learned, they can read for instructional and directional purposes, standardized messages, phrases, and expressions, such as some items on menus, schedules, timetables, maps and signs. At times, but not on a consistent basis, the Novice-One Stop Shop For Educators
High readers may be able to derive meaning from material at a slightly higher level where context and/or extra linguistic background knowledge are supportive.

ACTFL Writing Proficiency Guidelines (Novice-Mid). Writers at the Novice-Mid level are able to copy or transcribe familiar words or phrases, and reproduce from memory a modest number of isolated words and phrases in context. They can supply limited information on simple forms and documents, and other basic biographical information, such as names, numbers, and nationality. Novice-Mid writers exhibit a high degree of accuracy when writing on well-practiced, familiar topics using limited formulaic language. With less familiar topics, there is a marked decrease in accuracy. Errors in spelling or in the representation of symbols may be frequent. There is little evidence of functional writing skills. At this level, the writing may be difficult to understand even by those accustomed to reading the texts of non-natives.
Modern Languages, Level I. It is important to remember that typical Level I students will exhibit varying levels of proficiency.

Skills Developed in Level I. The students will:
MLI.IP1A Use basic greetings, farewells, and expressions of courtesy.

MLI.IP1B Express like/dislike, emotions, and agreement/disagreement.

MLI.IP1C Make simple requests.

MLI.IP1D Ask for clarification.

MLI.IP1E Give simple descriptions.

MLI.IP1F Comprehend basic directions.

MLI.IP1G Ask questions and provide responses based on suggested topics.

MLI.IP1H Use sequenced information meaningfully.

MLI.IP2A Initiate, participate in, and close a brief exchange.

MLI.IP2B Use formal and informal forms of address.

MLI.IP2C Demonstrate Novice-Mid proficiency in oral and written exchanges.

MLI.INT1A Identify the main ideas and some details when reading and listening.

MLI.INT1B Comprehend simple, culturally authentic reading materials.

MLI.INT1C Understand simple instructions.

MLI.INT1D Demonstrate Novice-Mid proficiency in listening, viewing and reading comprehension.

MLI.INT2A Differentiate among statements, questions, and exclamations.

MLI.INT2B Recognize basic non-verbal cues.

MLI.P1A Present information from a variety of sources.

MLI.P1B Give basic information about self and others using suggested topics.

MLI.P1C Demonstrate Novice-Mid proficiency in oral and written presentations.

MLI.P2A Demonstrate Novice-Mid proficiency when presenting rehearsed material.

MLI.P2B Demonstrate comprehension of rehearsed material.

MLI.CU1A Demonstrate knowledge of cultural contributions.

MLI.CU1B Identify commonly held cultural viewpoints.

MLI.CU1C Describe cultural customs and traditions.

MLI.CCC1A Demonstrate basic geographical knowledge.

MLI.CCC1B Apply previously learned skills from other subjects.

MLI.CCC1C Identify examples of the target language in other subjects.

MLI.CCC1D Relate content from other subjects as it relates to the target language.

MLI.CCC2A Compare cultural patterns of behavior and interaction.

MLI.CCC2B Demonstrate awareness of students’ own cultures.

MLI.CCC3A Recognize similarities/differences between target language and English.

MLI.CCC3B Recognize basic sound distinctions and their effect on communication.

MLI.CCC4A Give information about current events of target cultures.

MLI.CCC4B Understand the impact of current events of target cultures.

MLI.CCC5A Identify examples of target language and culture in media forms.

MLI.CCC5B Identify community and Internet resources.
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     Parents and students can view grades and attendance on the Infinite Campus website 
                 (see County website).

Required Materials: By the first week of instruction, students will be expected to keep 
· A composition notebook and notebook paper, 

· Pen or pencil and any other tool that they need for class (pencil sharpener, eraser…).

· One pack of index cards  (with lines)

· Own English-Spanish dictionary to class DAILY. 

A Spanish textbook will be provided for each student; however for your convenience you can request to receive an e-textbook, you will be assigned a user name and password to access the online book and materials for Spanish class. (I understand that I must return any materials that I have been issued or pay for any lost/stolen material). 

Classroom Expectations: Learning a foreign language has many rewards and can be a lot fun, but it also takes great effort. I have high expectations for all students. I expect the following:

·    Students will show respect to me as the teacher as well as their classmates.

·    Students will demonstrate responsibility for their learning by listening, actively participating, taking good notes, completing assignments on time, staying organized, and displaying effort on a daily basis.

·    Students will obey the honor code. Cheating and dishonesty will not be tolerated. Copying from other students’ work, using online translators, and cheating during tests/quizzes will result in a zero (0) and a referral. Please display integrity!

·    Students will follow the rules of my classroom and the South Paulding HS policies.

·    Students will request extra assistance when necessary.

Classroom Procedures: Lessons and instructional practices from one day to the next will vary greatly, but the order of class will remain similar on a day-to-day basis.
·    Students should go directly to their assigned seat and begin the warm-up exercise on the board (or otherwise specified).

·    Students are to quietly remain in their seats to ensure they are not marked tardy or absent.

·    Students will participate by raising their hands to speak or by following the instructions for assigned group/partner work.

·    Students will need to request a pass to leave class at any time.
Homework and Assignments: Assignments are given in advance and are due on the day indicated in class. Each time a homework assignment is incomplete or not done, the student will have the opportunity to make the assignment up for a late grade (usually 70%). Students should use textbooks, workbooks and online resources as a reference guide if they do not understand the homework. I also reserve the right to collect a homework assignment and count it as a quiz grade. 
Tests/Quizzes: IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO BE PRESENT ON TEST/QUIZ DAYS. Quizzes will be given for each chapter/lesson. However, in some cases quizzes will be unannounced in order to reinforce daily study.  Students are encouraged to re-study old material as they progress with new material. TALKING DURING A TEST/QUIZ/INDEPENDENT ASSIGNMENT WILL RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC ZERO.  PLEASE CHOOSE YOUR ACTIONS CAREFULLY.

Class Participation: Participate in all activities! Oral participation (IN SPANISH) is an integral component of this course. Students are expected to speak in Spanish when they are in small group or pair work. IF A STUDENT DECIDES TO SPEAK IN ENGLISH IN A PAIRED ACTIVITY, HE OR SHE IS NEGATIVELY INFLUENCING HIS OR HER PARTNER'S ABILITY TO PRACTICE SPANISH. English will be only minimally allowed during class. Talking in class is a privilege that a student can only take advantage of if he/she only uses SPANISH, Students will receive additional participation points for spontaneous interaction in Spanish. Written activities are an important part of this class and will highly impact your grade.

Late Assignments: It is important that students are responsible and meet established due dates for assignments. Late is defined as anytime work is submitted after the assignment has already been collected by the teacher. The student will have no more than two weeks to make up the assignment for a late grade (70%) after that period of time the assignment will not be accepted.  

Make-Up and Missing Assignments: Students with an excused absence will be expected to submit missed work on or before the third class meeting after the absence. Pre-announced assignments are due upon return to school. The student will have no more than two weeks to make up the assignment for a late grade (70%) after that period of time the assignment will not be accepted. No make-up homework will be accepted for an unexcused absence; come to see me after school or at the end of the class to get the missing material.
Attendance: Daily attendance is required for optimal progress. Parents and the School Social Worker will be contacted for student whose attendance pattern negatively affects their work. Students are responsible for all work missed during their absence. When students are absent for three or more days, parents can contact the instructor via e-mail to report on their child's condition and secure assignments. Students are also encouraged to make contact with a classmate in order to find out what work and assignments were missed during an absence. 

Tardiness : WHEN THE BELL RINGS, STUDENTS ARE TO BE IN THEIR ASSIGNED SEATS, (not in hall talking or hanging in door way, you may have been in room and put books down but unless you are in the room you are considered tardy), This does not mean coming through the door while the bell is ringing. 

Classroom Management: If a student causes any disruption that inhibits the progress of the lesson, the parents/guardians will be contacted by phone/e-mail, if behavior does not immediately improve, he/she will be referred to the discipline office. All students are expected to respect their instructors, classmates, classroom and the environment. Students will not be allowed to chew gum, eat or drink any food in the class, throw any item (papers, pencil, pens, etc…), walk around the classroom, put head down, sleep, etc… at any time! Students are also encourage to use the restroom before/after class as you will NOT be allowed to go to the restroom during class time.

Tutoring/Extra Assistance: It is the responsibility of the student to seek help from the instructor. When you come for tutorials make sure you have reviewed and have specific questions about the material. Students are cautioned not to wait until the day of a test to seek help because then it will be too late. If a student is demonstrating difficulty in learning Spanish, he or she may be required by the instructor to spend time after school.



Believe (                        Achieve (                     Succeed (____________

Course:  World Language/Spanish I

Instructor:  Real Garces         Email: rgarces@paulding.k12.ga.us
Student Syllabus Receipt
It is required that your child receives a course syllabus describing the course content and requirements. You can find course the syllabus on https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/30907   
Please read and discuss this with your child.  It is also required that you and your child sign and return this form to Mr. Real.  Feel free to print and keep a copy for your records. If you can’t access the syllabus please let me know so I can give a copy to your child.
Please help your child get off to a great start by signing below and reminding him or her to return this syllabus receipt to me, Mr. Real, by August 14.  This will count as a homework grade.  

By Signing below, I acknowledge that my child and I have read, understand and agree to abide by the course requirements as outlined in the course syllabus.  

Print Student’s Name: _______________________________________________

Student’s Signature: ____________________________
 

Print Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: _______________________________________ 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: _____________________

Thank you.  I am looking forward to a productive and enjoyable school year!

Mr. Real Garces
After signing, please return this page.  
Keep your syllabus as a reference and guide for this class.

Date returned______________________ 


Teacher signature__________________
